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The Creative Recycling Centre together with local artist Julie Miers facilitated the 
construction by Gladstone residents of Octavia the Octopus from local marine debris 
including nets, fishing line and plastics at Ecofest in June this year.

The project is supported by Gladstone Festivals and Events, Regional Arts 
Development Fund and Conservation Volunteers Australia.

Gladstone Region Mayor Matt Burnett said the sculptures demonstrated the amount 
and types of rubbish that end up on our local beaches.

CRC volunteers also engaged the public in discussions about the impact rubbish has 
on marine life and provided an overview of the recycling motto – reduce, reuse, recycle.

Tondoon Botanic Gardens Family Day 
Paperbark Magnets

In what is shaping up to be the first 
of many hugely popular family days 
at the Tondoon Botanic Gardens, we 
organised and held a kids’ craft activity 
where they could make fridge magnets 
from recycled items and decorated with 
paperbark. Over 200 magnets were 
made during the morning.

Plans for our Centre at Tondoon 
Gardens are progressing!

We are currently formulating our plans 
for an off-grid, shipping container 
based Centre in the new area of the 
Tondoon Botanic Gardens. The centre 
will incorporate a gallery and workshop 
space, an office and storage. A big 
thank you to local architects John 
Bright & Associates who are filtering all 
our ideas into a buildable design.

Upcoming Projects

- Rainbow Valley Instrument Wall
- Community Instrument Program
- Great Eco Solar Boat Challenge
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Check out our website  
for more information: 
www.creativerecyclingcentre.com

MEMBERSHIP - Membership entitles you to vote at our AGM and even though 
it is only $20/year it is an important fundraiser for us. Application forms are 
on our website.

VOLUNTEER - Volunteers don’t have to be members and we are always 
looking for volunteers to help us with our projects. Join our volunteer email 
list and if we’re doing a project that interests you, let us know!



St Francis School Bush Tucker Garden ‘Recycle’

Gladstone Regional 
Council funds 
environmental education 
for Reef Guardian Schools

The Creative Recycling Centre has ‘recycled’ St 
Francis Catholic Primary School Tannum Sands’ 
Bush Tucker Garden with help from students and 
thanks to funding from Boyne Smelters Limited.

The CRC organised students to create mosaics, 
painted poles, insect sculptures, plaques and 
signage using recycled materials. 

The students in grades four to six were also 
taught to reduce, reuse and recycle through 
brainstorming activities and sourcing recycled 
items for the makeover.

CRC Project Manager and Artist Julie Miers said, 
“St Francis has been an amazing school to work 
with. The students, teachers and parents have 
really enjoyed working with recycled items.”

“It’s been wonderful to make something so 
creative and colourful while teaching students to 
be mindful of how much we throw out. Be kind 
to the environment. I have loved the experience.”

In June the Creative Recycling Centre 
(CRC), in partnership with Gladstone 
Regional Council, delivered 20 Reef 
Guardian Engagement Programs at local 
primary schools.  

The program taught primary school 
children, from grades 3 to 6, how waste 
is damaging the ocean environment in an 
interactive way.   

Each lesson began with an open 
discussion about the environment and 
ways to prevent pollution.  

Students then enjoyed an interactive game 
which demonstrated how long it takes for 
rubbish in the ocean to break down.  

The lessons finished with a recycled 
art activity. Students in grades 3 and 4 
created a recycled turtle magnet as a take 
home reminder of the program.  Students 
in grades 5 and 6 were given a range of 
recyclable materials to create a sculpture 
solution that could be used to help the 
environment.

at the Gladstone Entertainment  
and Convention Centre!
The GECC asked us to design and install an interactive display for a 
show based on the popular children’s book ‘We’re Going on a Bear 
Hunt’. It was a fun project and, judging by the state of the display 
after the show, enjoyed immensely by the children.

We went on a Bear Hunt
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Thank you to 
Invest Blue 
for generously 
providing our 
workshop spacewww.creativerecyclingcentre.com


